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The old center
that we left early May

The little Tahaddi dispensary is
becoming a neighborhood medical-social
center and is now multiplying itself!

Between 1996 and 2000, the medical activity of
Tahaddi was limited to two women visiting twice per
week the inhabitants of a shantytown.

Their means of action were passion, perseverance, a few
medicines and primary care medical instruments. Those

years were perhaps not very efficient medically, but they

laid the foundation for a solid relationship with the shan-

tytown people, based on confidence and respect.

In 2000, Tahaddi rented a small neighborhood house
which became a free primary care dispensary. Quickly,
several hundred families were registered and were able
to receive for the first time regular medical follow-up.

In 2008, Tahaddi opened a second medical center, also
serving a very impoverished population, in another
neighborhood of Beirut. This area, called Nabaa, is very
heterogeneous, with poor Lebanese of Christian or Mus-
lim background, Armenians, African and Asian migrant
workers, economic and political refugees — Kurds, Suda-
nese and Iraqis.

The team was first composed solely of volunteer missio-
naries, then progressively became more Lebanese and
more professional. At the beginning of 2009, two very
qualified and motivated people joined our team : Na-
dia, who has taken responsibility for the coordination of
medical activities of both dispensaries and the develop-
ment of Tahaddi’s health education, and Samira, a nurse
responsible to assist the physicians and develop health
education action.

A major new project !

We are now beginning a major new project :

the opening of a neighborhood medico-social center in
the Hayy el Gharbeh shantytown. This is possible thanks
to the special financial participation of three partners
who are coming alongside us for at least three years : the
NGO « les amis du Liban » (Friends of Lebanon) based

in Monaco, the government of Monaco and the Auteuil
Foundation whose delegate in Lebanon has been hel-
ping and encouraging our project.

On 15 April, we will sign for the purchase of a house
in very good condition in the heart of the shantytown,
permitting us to begin immediately the assistance and
social health education that we cannot really house in
our current very tight quarters. This building will also
house the dispensary itself in much better conditions.

And, we will be able to offer after school tutoring for
children who are risking failure in their schools.

Do we still need your help ? More than ever !

Thank you for helping us grow, in the service of the most
underprivileged who find in our centers places of rest
and care in a climate of tolerance and security.

The Nabaa dispensary is housed in bad conditions, in a
very humid room, with a public courtyard that crosses
between the reception/waiting room and the examining
room. The advantage is that we have not had to pay rent
until now, but we will soon have to find another solution.
We need $300 per month approximately to rent an ade-
quate facility in the Nabaa neighborhood.

www.tahaddilebanon.org



